became famous for his skill in this difficult work 
of ocean birds today. 


and are invaluable to students 


His next move was to Alaska, where in company with Mr. A. C. Bent and 
Mr. Alexander Wetmore (Dr. Wetmore is the present Secretary of the Smith- 
sonian Institution), he made collections for Bent’s Life Histories of North 
American Birds. 

By this time Mr. Beck’s services were recognized as invaluable to any expedi- 
tion interested in birds. At the request of Dr. Leonard C. Sanford, he spent 
nearly five years along the west coast of South America, from the high Andes 
on the Equator to Cape Horn. 


After so many arduous years in the field he took a short respite, enjoying a 
touch of home life on some property he purchased near his boyhood home. But 
the settled life was not yet for him; this time Rollo Beck took off for five years or 
so in the South Pacific islands. 


Returning at last to home ground for good, Mr. Beck settled down in a small 
fruit orchard at Planada, Merced County, California. All the rest of his eighty 
years this veteran naturalist kept alive his lifelong interest—the birds. 


APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 


Notice is hereby given to all Corporate Members that the Council of the 
Academy has approved the applications of the persons listed below for Memser- 
sup in the California Academy of Sciences. If no objection to the election of 
these applicants be received at the office of the Academy within two weeks after 
December 20, they will be considered elected. 


For Recutar MEMBERSHIP 
Dr. John W. Creech 
Mr. Huston E. Hood 
Mr. Kenneth F. Innes, Jr. 
Mrs. H. A. MacChesney 
Protessor Gordon Mackinney 
Mrs. F. Somers Peterson 
Professor Leon Salanave 
Miss Frances Wesenberg 


Carolyn Duniway 
Alexander Eichman 
Suzanne Franklin 
Portia Goldkind 
Anne Gorman 
Alma Guerrero 
Patricia Guthertz 
Gay Jordan 

Paul Marhenke 
Charles Mitchell 
Robert Noveshen 
Diane Reuben 
Jeanette Sanguinetti 
Joan Schulze 

Max Shardt 


For StupENT MEMBERSHIP 
Sandra Anixter 

Corinne Armstrong 
Richard Baker 

Marcia Beckman 

Frances Beine 


Robert Bertolani Carol Steinhafel 
Robert Breitfeld Joan Weinshenk 
Robert Conrich Diane Wollter 


James Davis Joanne Yancey 
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December Announcement 


THE REGULAR DeceMBER MEETING of the California Academy of Sciences will 
be held in North American Hall, West Wing of the Academy buildings in Golden 
Gate Park, on Wednesday evening, December 20, 1950, at 8 o’clock. This will 
be an evening not to miss. It will be a rare opportunity to see a remarkable motion 
picture that came and went last year with little publicity, the first of a new series 
of “True Life Adventures,” Walt Disney’s 


SEAL ISLAND 


—winner of the 1949 Academy Award for short features. This is not a cartoon 
but an authentic nature film, in Technicolor. 


Dr. G. Dallas Hanna, Curator of Paleontology in the California Academy of 
Sciences, will introduce the picture. Dr. Hanna spent several years in the Pribi- 
lofs, where “Seal Island” was filmed, taking an important part in setting up the 
present U. S. Government policies and machinery for management of the 
valuable Alaska fur seal herd. Because of Dr. Hanna’s special knowledge of the 
Pribilofs and their seal population, the Disney Studios sought his technical advice 
during the final editing of the film. As scientific consultant, Dr. Hanna spent 
some time in the studios at Burbank. 

We have it on good authority that “Seal Island” is every bit as fine a picture 
as the current second of the series, which has been much more widely shown, 
“Beaver Valley.” Both pictures are all animal—no human actors—but with 
narrator's voice and musical accompaniment. They were filmed by some of our 
foremost nature photographers. 


The public is cordially invited to this special presentation. 


ArE Our ANcLEs Rep! 


THERE IS A SPECIAL RELISH for most of us when publicity men, public relations 
experts, the boys who figure angles out of angles, get crossed up. Fiendish delight 
is appropriate, and in the case at hand, permission to take that delight is given 
by the experts themselves, for they are telling the story on themselves, with relish. 

For some seven months now, Robin Kinkead, public relations man for Pan 
American World Airways, and the Academy’s science-news writer, Ben Draper, 
have been conniving to get some joint publicity by flying an unusual animal 
across the Pacific to the Academy. First they tried to get a cryptobranchus from 
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Japan. That was too expensive. The man wanted $300 to catch one. Then came a 
series of negotiations about an Australian dragon. All the while the cable and 
airmail costs were mounting. Finally, Messrs. Kinkead and Draper, through the 
good offices of Joseph R. Slevin, Curator of Herpetology at the Academy, got a 
“contact” with a lizard collector in the Antipodes. At this point a new angle 
spurred their efforts. “If we can get a really sensational animal,” they chuckled, 
“we'll get it on television !” 

Came the day. Tom Groody, host-narrator of “Science in Action,” Curator 
Slevin, and compleat-angler Draper set off for the San Francisco airport, in their 
hot little hands a cable announcing the arrival of not one, but four, sensational 
animals—two prickly lizards and two blue-tongued skinks. Jackpot if there ever 
was one. Pan Am’s Kinkead met them at the runways. Newsmen, photographers, 
and assorted curious ones were on hand. The lizards were taken from the plane. 
Looks of anticipation heightened on the faces of the press—but not on Kinkead 
and Draper. They were doing a double take on the airliner’s insignia. The lizards 
had landed, through a slip-up, not by Pan American World Airways but on a 
solid, sturdy ship of the British Commonwealth Pacific Airlines, Ltd. Sixteen 
dollars and 70 cents, collect. Anybody got a new angle? 


Rotto H. Beck 


On Novemper 22 tHe Acavemy lost one of its senior members when Mr. Rollo 
H. Beck, famous throughout the ornithological world as a collector of sea birds, 
passed away at his home in Planada, California. 

Rollo H. Beck was born in Los Gatos in 1870; when he was a child his 
parents moved to Beryessa in the Santa Clara Valley. A born naturalist, young 
Rollo became interested in the local birds and in collecting their eggs. Soon after 
its founding, he joined the Cooper Ornithological Club, where he met with men 
who became outstanding ornithologists in later years. 

After a number of collecting trips up and down California, in the Sierra and 
the Santa Barbara Islands, the youthful Beck was about to set out on another to 
Lake Tahoe when he got an invitation to join the Webster Harris Expedition to 
the Galapagos Islands. This venture was financed by Lord Rothschild especially 
to search for the giant land tortoises in which he was very much interested. This 
experience proved most valuable to Beck: when in 1905 the California Academy 
of Sciences organized an expedition to make a thorough natural history survey 
of the Galapagos, with special emphasis on the giant tortoises, Mr. Beck was the 
logical man to head it, and accepted the offer from the Academy’s director, Mr. 
L. M. Loomis, to appoint him chief of party and master of the Schooner Academy. 
It was owing to his previous experience in the field and to his untiring efforts to 
make the expedition a success that the Academy now houses the finest collection 
of Galapagos material in any museum in the world. 

After the second voyage the sea had a firm hold on Rollo Beck. He spent 
the next period of his life collecting sea birds for the Academy off the California 
coast at Monterey Bay. His bird skins, still in the Academy’s department of 
ornithology, are unsurpassed in the beauty of their preparation—Mr. Beck 
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